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One Urges Gothic, Another, “Living” Faith 





Gothic Aids Spiritual Quest 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

. It is my conviction that the Gothic 
or Colonial type of architecture with the 
divided chancel more nearly approaches 
in its simplicity and quiet dignity the 
church which is most helpful to people in 
their spiritual quest. — 

With reference to the divided chancel 
I should like to make the following ob- 
servations out of my experience as a 
minister: 

First, from the standpoint of the minis- 
ter, the divided chancel helps in creating 
the feeling that he is not the center of 
attention, but one, among many, who is 
sharing in the worship of God. He is made 
to feel that he is not the only priest 
among the believers. Then, as the minis- 
ter reads the Scriptures he is made to feel 
that here is something unique. God’s will 
for the salvation of his people is revealed 
here, The Bible stands alone in its mes- 
sage and power. As the minister ap- 
proaches the lectern he has a new sense 
of the value of the Book. Later, when he 
enters the pulpit he is definitely conscious 
that he is there for one purpose only, 
namely, to be a voice for God. (Incident- 
ally, if some are offended that the minis- 
ter in entering the pulpit has left the 
Bible at the lectern, it may be remembered 
that Jesus in his first sermon at Nazareth 
closed the Book and gave it again to the 
attendant, and then began his sermon). 
Then, the communion table, in the promi- 
nent place it deserves, is a constant re- 
minder to the minister that both the 
Scripture and the pulpit are to present 
Jesus Christ our blessed Savior as their 
central theme. It helps the minister to 
remain humble in the sense expressed by 


James Denney when he said: “I place no 
value on anything except as it is related 
to the cross of Jesus Christ.” 

In the second place, it has been my ex- 
perience that the choir appreciates the 
divided chancel. The choir quite naturally 
senses the atmosphere felt by the minister, 
and so, becomes not a spectacle but a 
group sharing in the worship and at the 
same time making a valuable contribution 
to the realization of God’s presence. 

Finally . . . the congregation has a new 
appreciation of the purpose of worship. 
The sanctuary, so designed, enables the 
worshipper better to forget things and in 
faith to lift up heart and mind to God who 
would commune with his people and mani- 
fest himself to them by his Spirit. I know 
of no congregation which feels that the 
divided chancel has deprived them of some 
blessing; rather, it has been the means of 
richer blessing. .. . 

MAI£LOLM P. CALHOUN. 

York, 8S. C. 


Architecture and a Living Faith 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

It is most encouraging to find at least 
one Presbyterian minister expressing him- 
self in favor of a church architecture 
through which modern men may express 
a living faith. 

To take his observations one step fur- 
ther: A congregation about to build ought 
to consider its needs carefully before turn- 
ing the job of planning over to an archi- 
tect. The final plans should be made in 
the light of space and equipment required 
for each group, and the special require- 
ments of funeral, wedding and special 


services ought to be considered more than 
they have been by church architects. 





Ba. Rede ts PE Ss sien SSS Bs. 
MODERN DESIGN—The New Christ Lutheran church, in Minneapolis, designed 


by Eliel Saarinen, famous Finnish architect now living in the United States, will 


be dedicated soon. 
52 by 129 feet. 
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Constructed with rough-faced beige brick, the church measures 
An unusual feature is the 88-foot rectangular tower which is 
topped by a 19-foot diamond shaped cross. 

help make the church almost acoustically perfect. 


Interior has non-parallel walls which 
(RNS Photo) 
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Before allowing an architect to coti- 
front it with an either/or choice as to the 
central focus of worship, a congregation 
should consider its idea of worship. If 
architecture is to express a living faith, 
it must grow out of the decisions of liy- 
ing men and women and children in the 
Christian fellowship. The architect who 
is not given such instructions cannot be 
expected to do anything but reproduce 
tradition. 

As to church exteriors: How well would 
Mr. Conover distinguish “just one corner” 
of buildings on a score of college campuses 
(built in Gothic style) from genuine 
churches? 

JAMES H. GAILEY, Jr. 

Evergreen, Ala. 


Alternative? 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 
I think we had better stick to Gothic, 
if this is the alternative! (See cut p. 3.) 
RALPH M. LLEWELLYN. 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. 


Registration of Women 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

. I want to express the appreciation 
of one state chairman of the Ecumenical 
Register of the United Council of Church 
Women for your editorial, “Registration of 
Women” Jan. 16 and the picture in the 
Jan. 30 issue. 

We plan to launch our campaign follow- 


ing the annual fellowship meeting in 
March. With a Presbyterian as the 
executive secretary, Mrs. Murdoch Mac- 


Leod, of UCCW, and a Presbyterian presi- 
dent of the Council in Louisiana, Mrs. H. 
D. Haberyan, I am depending upon the 
Presbyterian women of Louisiana to rally 
behind this great movement and join 
forces with the other great denominations 
of Louisiana in a United Christian Ad- 
vance... . 
HELEN (MRS. B. N.) McCOMB. 
Baton Rouge, La. 


Post Articles on Divorce 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I am enclosing you a copy of a letter 
{ have just written to the “Saturday Eve- 
ning Post.” The “Post” spent considerable 
money in having a scientific investigation 
made by having interviewers call on 425 
divorcees. Because it was being done as 
a scientific investigation and with the hope 
that the facts obtained might assist in 
remedying some of the evils, the women 
divorcees gave frank and full answers as 
arule. Hence they have obtained in these 
five articles some most revealing facts. 

Of course, I do not know to what extent 
the public may have read the five articles 
but it has occured to me that if you would 
call attention to the fact that this series 
of articles that has just closed, it might 
lead many of your subscribers to read the 
articles, and with beneficial results. 


To The Post: 

Your fifth 
February 18 issue closes a 
ticles that I feel sure have 
great service to our country. 

I believe that they are going to cause a 
national uprising with demand for revision 
in the divorce laws of our states. 

Your scientific investigation reveals the 
facts that these laws have been respon- 
sible for untold unhappiness and a great 
injustice to thousands of innocent children 
of divorced couples. 

I want personally to thank you many 
times over, and I am wondering if these 
articles are going to be put in pamphlet 
form. I would certainly like to see this 
done with an adenda added, giving some 
of the statements that have no doubt been 
received from a number of judges and cer- 
tainly from thousands of your readers all 


over the land. 
Cc. A. ROWLAND. 


“Divorce” in the 
series of ar- 
rendered a 


article on 


Athens, Ga. 


June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under 
byterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, 


Foreign postage $1 extra 
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Special D 
pecial Days Are Scheduled “QNE GREAT HOUR” 
me ‘ , , MOVES TOWARD MARCH 12 
General Council’s Program Committee to Place Emphasis on Stewardship oO c 
and Evangelism Duri est of Program of Progres 
ng ng R . er Pr rom New York (Special)—More than 
New emphases for the months of the the Program of Progress is to be dis- 100,000 Protestant and Eastern Ortho- 
' church year have been adopted by the cussed at the April meeting. dox churches of 19 major denomina- 
program committee of the General tions with a total membership of 24,- 
Council. These are: USA Church Reports Largest 479,953 are uniting in a concerted cam- 
Benevolences in Histor paign for world relief, reconstruction, 
aa ee Loyalty and Edu- y and interchurch aid. The program, 
: October—Church Extension. New York. (RNS)—A total of $5,- ‘One Great Hour of Sharing,” will come 
November—Assembly’s Special 202,806 was contributed during 1949 to a climax on Sunday, March 12, Har- 
" Causes. ” ; for the work of the Board of National per Sibley, prominent business man of 
1 December—Annuities and Relief. Missions of the Presbyterian Church, Rochester, N. Y., and campaign chair- 
h January—wWorld Missions. USA. it ted h b ul man. has announced 
t February—Stewardship. "9 ‘ pirat e ere by D. Allan . ; 
Me Ye i Locke, bo r A 
e — a — it *, beard treasurer Sponsoring Agencies and Denominations 
may ucational Institutions. Although this sum represents a seven é 
a er cent increase over the 1948 budget The apgest is speneeres oy Ee Sue 
n The committee is asking that Assem- a ack ie i ae till bean a eral Council of Churches of Christ in 
e bly’s Youth Sunday be placed in Sep- on . ae os ge pene B 7 America, the Foreign Missions Confer- 
“4 tember after this year. re aes a9 Saiare vane . y © ence of North America, the American 
4 The following Calendar of Special Boar a _ 4, projects. Committee of the World Council of 
oa Days was adopted: Contributions in 1949 for all of the Churches, and the United Council of 
y church’s benevolent purposes, Dr. Locke Church Women through Church World 
n Denominational said, totalled $10,014,516, an increase Service, Inc., official relief agency of 
1s - a Chareh of six per cent over the previous year, the Protestant and Orthodox churches. 
i- sae 24—Rally Day an urch and the largest amount of money ever Characterizing the project as a new 
Oct. 1—World Wide Communion Teceived for the benevolence budget in development in practical church unity, 
Sunday. the denomination’s history. Mr. Sibley stated that the people of 
Oct. 29—-Reformation Day. 
Nov. 5—Self-Denial Offering for 
Church Extension. 
Noy. 12—-Assembly’s Youth Sunday. 
er Dec. 3—Universal Bible Sunday. 
e- Dec. 24——Joy Gift for Ministerial Re- 
le lief. 
on Dec. 31-——Christian Student Night. 
25 Feb. 4, 1950-——Self-Denial Offering 
as for World Missions. 
pe Feb. 11-— Presbyterian Survey Sun- 
in day. 
on Mar. 4—-Every Member Canvass Day. 
as Mar. 25—-Overseas Relief (Easter). 
se Apr. 29—-Assembly’s Training School 
Day. 
nt May 27-——Montreat Sunday. 
es June 3—-Day of Prayer for the Gen- 
ld eral Assembly. 
es 
ht With Other Denominations 
he 
Feb. 9—-World Day of Prayer. 
Feb. 11—Race Relations Sunday. 
Feb. 18—-Day of Prayer for Schools 
he and Colleges. 
- Mov 6-13--Christian Family Week. 
May 20—-Rural Life Sunday. 
1 a 
on 
he Program of Progress 
n- 
= The committee spent a considerable } : 
amount of time discussing the Program Ce 
ny eae ¢ Deira 
a of Progress, deciding that during the we 
_ remainder of its existence that empha- OAK RIDGE CHURCH—tThis modern church designed by EKdwin Keeble, Nash- 
me sis should be placed upon stewardship ville, Tenn., architect, has been approved by the First Baptist Church, Oak Ridge, 
= and evangelism. In reply to a com-  “Tenn., and construction is expected to get underway during the summer. The de. 
all munication from the Council’s research sign, which aroused considerable discussion in Oak Ridge and Knoxville, is said 
: committee, the committee voted, “It is to blend into the architectural surroundings at Oak Ridge. It is based on a “func- 
our opinion and purpose to carry the’ tional expression of the Baptist service requiring close seating, intimate with 
Program of Progress to a successful preacher and choir.” The Sunday school section (right) for 1,000 persons will 
ler conclusion.”’ be built first. It includes a chapel for 600 persons which will be used until con- 
What the church shall do following struction of the sanctuary is completed. (NASHVILLE BANNER Photo.) 














Europe and Asia need continued ma- 
terial, financial, and spiritual assistance. 
In addition to extensive denominational 
programs, minimum requests for the 
coming year made to American churches 
through Church World Service by field 
workers handling relief and reconstruc- 
tion projects amount to 36,000,000 
pounds of clothing, food, vitamins, medi- 
cine and other contributed supplies, and 
$4,000,000 for educational and rehabili- 
tation projects and other forms of re- 
construction, he said. 

Denominations cooperating in the 
program include the Northern Baptist 
Convention, the Seventh Day Baptists, 
Church of the Brethren, Congregational 
Christian Churches, Disciples of Christ, 
Evangelical Congregational Church, 
Evangelical United Brethren, Evangeli- 
eal and Reformed Church, Friends Five- 
Year Meeting, National Lutheran Coun- 
cil, The Methodist Church, Presbyterian 
Church, US, Presbyterian Church, USA, 
United Presbyterian Church, Protestant 
Episcopal Chureh, Reformed Church in 
America, Romanian Orthodox Episco- 
pate of America, Russian Orthodox 
Church of North America and_ the 
Serbian Orthodox Church. Community 
Churches, Christian Youth Councils, lo- 
cal councils of churches and ministerial 
associations will also participate. 


Appeal, Program, Objective 


Symbol for the appeal, to be con- 
ducted by each group through its af- 
filiated churches, is a church steeple 
with a clock pointing to 11:00, the 
‘hour of sharing” and the scripture 
verse is, “Bear ye one another's bur- 
dens, and so fulfill the law of Christ” 
(Gal. 6:2). 

Six 15-minute radio transcriptions 
over 900 local radio stations in Febru- 
ary, a series of live broadcasts over 
four major networks ending Saturday 
evening, March 11, and spot announce- 


ments from various parts of the world 
are telling the story of world needs. 

The funds collected on Sunday, 
March 12, will ‘aid neighborhood cen- 
ters, orphanages, refugee centers, trav- 
elling medical clinics, feeding stations, 
schools, and other projects for the 
world’s millions of refugees and others 
suffering from past and present wars,’’ 
according to Mr. Sibley. 

‘‘In the spiritual void left by the tre- 
mendous dislocations of the past decade 
in Europe and Asia, the two major 
forces capturing the people’s loyalties 
are the Communist movement and the 
Christian Church,” he said. ‘‘We must 
give funds with which to provide food 
and clothing as tangible evidence of our 
concern for human welfare. We must 
also help those who will enhance the 
spiritual vitality of the people through 
the institution to which they look—the 
church.” 


Robert F. Jones Named to 
Head R. E. Field Council 


Robert F. Jones, First church, Ft. 
Worth, Texas, was named chairman of 
the Religious Education Field Council 
at its recent Jackson, Miss., meeting. 
Dr. Jones represents the Synod of Texas 
on the council. J. W. Witherspoon, 
Beckley, W. Va., is the former chair- 
man. W. B. Oglesby, Jr., Little Rock, 
Ark., is vice-chairman. 

The council proposed to the Board of 
Education that the new Council to be 
set up by the Division of Religious Edu- 
eation, as authorized by the 1949 Gen- 
eral Assembly, be composed of the 17 
synod chairman, who may be repre- 
sented by three or four members of 
their choosing; eight members of the 
Board’s Committee of Religious Educa- 
tion, and the secretary of the Division 
of Religious Education, 

The council also urges that the Gen- 





RADIO 
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
In cooperation with the Protestant Radio Commission 
Special Network Programs 
Mutual—March 2 (Thursday), 9:30-10:00 p. m., EST 


stressing Japan in particular. 


NBC—March 4 (Saturday), 4:00-4:30 p. 


program cn relief in Asia, 


m., EST—dramatie account of the im- 


migration and resettlement of up-rooted peoples all over the world. 


ABC—March 9 (Thursday), 10:30-11:00 p. m. 


. EST—the refugee program, mak 


ing use of Frank Papp’s tape recordings. 


CRS 


March 11 (Saturday), 7:00 7:30 p. m., EST—a round-up dramatic program 


on all aspects of the work done through Chureh World Service. 


On Standard Programs of the Protestant Radio Commission 


National Radio Pulpit, Ralph Sockman, NBC, Sunday, Mareh 5 


EST. 


5, 10:00-1030 a. m., 


National Vespers, John Sutherland Bonnell, ABC, Sunday, March 5, 1:30-2:00 


p. m., EST. 


Religion in the News, Ronald Bridges, NBC, March 4 and March 11, 


p. m., EST. 


Gems for Thought, Monday through Friday, ABC, Week of March 5, 8:45-8:5 

11:30-11:35 p. m.) EST. 

Faith in Our Time, Mutual, Monday, March 6, Tuesday, March 7 
March 8 10:15-10:30 a. m., EST. 


a.m. (WJZ 
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6:15-6:30 
o, 


, and Wednesday, 


eral Council be asked to recommend that 
synods and presbyteries have three com- 
mittees to carry out the work of edu- 
eation: one each on Religious Educa- 
tion, Student Work, and Institutions. 

Next year’s council meeting will be 
held in Richmond, Dec. 5-7. 


Columbia Seminary Students 
Win Five Fellowship Awards 


Five graduate fellowships at Colum- 
bia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga., 
will be awarded to A. Allen Gardner, 
Jr., Montgomery, Ala.; Louis Sherwood 
Taylor, Chattanooga, Tenn.; Samuel 
Browne Hoyt, Jr., Goshen, Va., Max 
Milligan, Jr. Signa) Mountain, Tenn., 
and Richard Lee Summers, Montreat, 
N. C. 

All of these men wil! defer their grad- 
uate studies until a later year, the fac- 
ulty permitting this at any time within 
five years after graduation. 

Messrs. Gardner and Taylor win the 
Fannie Jordan Bryan fellowships and 
the others are awarded Alumni fellow- 
ships. 

Mr. Milligan will become pastor of 
the Andalusia, Ala., church upon his 
graduation and Mr. Summers will serve 
the Slidell, La., church. The others 
have not yet accepted calls. Mr. Taylor 
is a candidate for appointinent as a 
foreign missionary under the Presbyte- 
rian, USA, Board of Foreign Missions. 


Warns Against Schools’ 
Monopoly of Pupils Time 


Columbus, O. (RNS&)—An official of 
the International Council of Religious 
Education charged here that a “small 
but influential’ group of educators is 
‘deliberately’ attempting to circumvent 
week-day religious instruction for chil- 
dren by ‘‘having the public school take 
over practically all of a child’s waking 
hours.” 

Erwin L. Shaver, director of the 
Council’s Department of Week-Day Re- 
ligious Education, indicated that this 
group is the Educational Policies Com- 
mission of the National Education Asso- 
ciation and the American Association of 
School Administrators. 

Dr. Shaver, who spoke at a sectional 
meeting held in connection with the 
29th annual convention of the Interna- 
tional Council, stressed that the com- 
mission was not ‘‘representative of the 
rank and file of local public school 
leaders.”’ 

He said a March, 1948, report of the 
commission proposed that the school 
day, the school week and the school year 
all be lengthened. He added that the 
report ‘envisions the public school as 
the organizer and coordinator of prac- 
tically all of the child’s activities— 
health, recreation, part-time vocational, 
as well as home experiences” 

Dr. Shaver described this proposal as 
a “revolutionary trend’’ which posed a 
crucial problem for the home and the 
school. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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The State and Legalized Gambling 


eRecently when Mayor O'Dwyer of 
New York City urged the N. Y. legis- 
lature to legalize gambling throughout 
the state, Governor Dewey addressed 
the message which appears on this page 
to the legislators. His message is gen- 
erally considered so effective as to have 
put a stop to this threat.—EDITORS. 


O THE LEGISLATURE: 
On Wednesday of last week, 
when your honorable bodies were 
not in session, the Mayor of the City 
of New York had flown to Albany by 
New York City police plane for delivery 
at the offices of your leaders letters ask- 
ing their support for amendment to the 
Constitution of the State of New York 
permitting legalized betting on public 
sports events. In so doing he said that 
his law-enforcement officers were un- 
able to ‘eliminate scandals involving 
the participants in professional and 
amateur sports.’’ 

I regard this as such a shocking, im- 
moral and indecent proposal that I con- 
sider it my duty to lay my views before 
you immediately before the matter is 
considered. My objections to this leg- 
islation are as follows: 


1. It is fundamentally immoral to 
encourage the belief by the people as a 
whole in gambling as a source of fam- 
ily income. It would be immoral for 
government to make available to all of 
its people a state-wide gambling ap- 
paratus with the implied assumption 
that the games of chance were a fair 
substitute for or supplement to the 
honorable business of producing the 
goods and services by which the people 
of the nation live. 


2. It would be an indecent thing for 


government to finance itself so largely 
out of the weaknesses of the people, 
which it had deliberately encouraged 
that a large share of its revenue would 
come from gambling. I recognize that 
the state and some muncipalities now 
receive a comparatively small revenue 
from pari-mutuel betting at race tracks. 
I have always had personal doubt about 
the wisdom or the morality of this sys- 
tem, but it is confined to those who are 
actually able to be present at the tracks 
and therefore is not a lure dangled be- 
fore all people in all walks of life and 
near every home. 


Doom of Law Enforcement 


9 


3. The Mayor’s proposal is apparently 
to legalize gambling on professional and 
amateur sports. Obviously, if the state 
puts the imprimatur of approval on the 
morals and decency of wholesale, uni- 
versal betting on sports events of every 
kind, then there would be no logic what- 
ever in refusing also to legalize lot- 
teries, betting pools, dice games slot ma- 
chines and public gambling halls with 
all their attendant evils with which the 
American people are thoroughly fa- 
miliar. There is no logical place at 
which the line could be drawn and law 
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By THOMAS E. DEWEY 
e 


enforcement would then break down 
completely. 

4. Every proposal that I have seen 
for state-operated legalized gambling of 
any kind involves licensing by the state 
of betting rooms scattered conveniently 
and in large numbers throughout the 
state. These thousands of legal bet- 
ting rooms would provide a continuous 
invitation under the sponsorship of the 
state to husband and wife fo gamble 
away the money needed for the support 
of the family. I cannot understand 
how anyone could relish the prospect 


A Governor insists that a state 
is ‘‘indecent’’ that seeks to 
finance itself out of the weak- 
nesses of the people. 


of seeing husbands spend their time and 
the family’s money in state-operated 
betting rooms. The prospect is no 
prettier in its inducement to wives and 
mothers and even children. What this 
proposal would do to the fabric of our 
society is quite difficult fully to com- 
prehend, but it is clearly all bad. 

There is an old adage that horse- 
players always die broke. I should not 
like to see that happen to the families 
of our state, as a result of an invitation 
issued by the government of the State 
of New York while I was Governor. 


Effect on Sports 


5. Gambling on professional sports 
events has been the most demoralizing 
and destructive influence in American 
sports. 

In the early days of baseball there 
were organized baseball pools which 
nearly wrecked the game. In the 
1870s there were similar scandals and 
again, in 1919, the huge sums of money 


involved in gambling on the World 
Series resulted in corruption which 
nearly wrecked baseball permanently. 


Baseball was saved by the device of set- 
ting up a man of unimpeachable in- 
tegrity as an absolute czar of its op- 
erations and since then baseball clubs 
have hired special police and exercised 
the most rigorous control in order to 
prevent gamblers from even entering 
their parks. 

There have been scandals in horse 
racing for the benefit of gamblers. 
There have been scandals in the box- 
ing field where the enormous sums of 
money involved in gambling were used 
for bribery and attempted bribery of 
boxers. 

We have had these scandals even with 
gambling illegal. Should it become 
legal, with the staggering sums which 
might flow in, the stakes for the cor- 
ruption of professional athletes. by 


gamblers 
creased. 

The very idea of organized gambling, 
sponsored by the state, on events in 
which our sons and daughters in high 
school and college participate is entirely 
abhorrent. Amateur sports are even 
more precious to the American people 
than professional sports. 

Millions of dollars would be involved 
if betting were legalized on high school 
and college basketball, baseball and 
football games, on track meets, hockey 
games and other events. These huge 
sums collected under the sponsorship of 
the state would provide unlimited funds 
to professional gamblers to seek to 
bribe the youth of the state. 


would become greatly in- 


Result in Previous Trials 


6. This proposal is not new. Many 
other nations have had national lot- 
teries and legalized gambling. I do not 
believe it is mere coincidence that most 


of these nations are in bad financial 
condition and their people poverty- 
stricken. 


od 


7. These proposals are not new in the 
United States. In the early days in 
most sections of this country, gambling 
and lotteries were open, widespread and 
legal. Corruption and poverty flourished 
to such an extent that in state after 
state, the people themselves revolted 
against gambling and established strin- 
gent constitutional provisions against 
it. I might add that New York state 
was one of the first, if not the first, to 
adopt this course at its constitutional 
convention in 1821. We were the first 
to take this sound position. I hope we 
will be the last to abandon it. 

8. In recent times, we have seen the 
rise of powerful underworld figures 
built upon organized gambling in states 
where it was legal or winked at as a 
matter of state or city policy. In each 
instance gang wars, murder, corrup- 
tion and poverty have followed in the 
trail of such policy. 

In 1935 the State of Florida, by an 
act of the state Legislature, legalized 
slot machines. It took only two years 
for the crime and corruption which fol- 
lowed to cause the state to reverse it- 
self, and in 1937 the action was re- 
pealed. 

In 1945, the State of Idaho author- 
ized the use of slot machines in sgso- 
called non-profit clubs. Within two 
years, the state-wide authorization was 
repealed and the matter was left for 
local control. Even then, the crime and 
corruption which followed created such 
a revulsion that all but one of the large 
cities of the state repealed their per- 
missive local laws and last year the 
Covernor of the state asked the legis- 
lature to repeal the law in its entirety. 

In 1947, the Montana Legislature en- 
acted a statute permitting the mainte- 
nance of slot machines, punch boards 
and other gambling devices for the 
benefit of the private membership of 
religious, fraternal and charitable or- 
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ganizations. The attorney general of 
the state advises me that before long 
racketeers moved in and used the law 
to run open gambling, even displaying 
signs saying ‘“‘Public Invited.” 

In 1947, the Governor of the state 
said: “‘The condition of the state is 
worse than it has been for many years 
with reference to gambling.” He later 
added with regard to his two terms in 
office: “The two outstanding mistakes 
were when I signed the slot-machine 


What to Do 


HERE ARE ALMOST twelve mil- 
T lion children today in our South- 

land—-how many Christians will 
there be tomorrow? You and the other 
Presbyterians like you must face this 
challenge and give the answer to this 
question for your church and denomina- 
tion. Here they are—one and three- 
quarter million more children! What 
will you do with them? 

Today our church is facing a prob- 
lem similar to the one faced by the 
young mother who asked the leader 
conducting a discussion group on Chris- 
tian family life when she should begin 
teaching her four-year-old son to know 
God. She received the emphatic reply. 
‘“‘Madam, if you haven’t yet begun to 
texch him that God is his heavenly 
Father, you have allowed some of the 
most valuable years of his life to slip 
by. My advice to you is, leave this 
meeting immediately and get home to 
your son as quickly as you can and 
stop wasting precious time _ talking 
about something you should have been 
working on for many months.” 

Because of the upsurge in the num- 
ber of births within the past ten years, 
our churches have already begun to 
feel the effects of the one and three- 
quarter million more children within 
the borders of our Southland. We are 
still just talking about the problem 
even as we see our Nursery and Kinder- 
garten Departments beginning to over- 
flow. 

However, If immediately we take the 
following steps in our local churches 
and communities, we shall be able to 
reach for Christ our share of the most 
“precious possession’’ to be found in 
our Southland—the eleven and three- 
quarter millions of children who live 
within the area served by our church. 

1. Check carefully the enrollment of 
all children’s departments in your Sun- 
day school, from the Nursery roll 
through the Junior Department. 

2. Make a survey of your community, 
listing names of all children and their 
parents for whom your Sunday school 
should feel a responsibility. 

3. Make graphs of births for your 

*Director of the Department of Chil- 
dren’s Work, Presbyterian Church, US. 

t+tAvailable from the Department of 
Children’s Work, Box 1176, Richmond, 
Va. 


and the punch-board law.”’ 
Governor’s Own Experience 

9. I have had a considerable personal 
experience in the administration of 
criminal justice. At one time I prose- 
cuted a case based upon the charge that 
the “Dutch” Schultz gang, with money 
raised from the illegal numbers racket, 
acquired the influence which allowed 
them in 1933, through a political leader 
in the County of New York, to name and 
elect the district attorney of New York 


county. 

I also know that with proper leader- 
ship and honorable administration of 
criminal justice, these conditions need 
never exist. 

The entire history of legalized gam- 
bling in this country and abroad shows 
that it has brought nothing but poverty, 
crime and corruption, demoralization of 
moral and ethical standards, and ulti- 
mately a lower living standard and 
misery for all the people. . 


for 1,750,000 More Children! 


By ROY A. HOGREFE* 
* 


state;+ of births for your community; 
and of your present enrollment and of 
the number of children for whom your 
church should feel a responsibility. 

4. Estimate, on the basis of these 
facts, what your peak enrollment will 
be in each department by 1960, and 
make plans immediately to take care of 
the successive waves of record-breaking 
enrollments as the crest reaches each 
department in this high-tide of in- 
creased births. 

5. Get busy immediately and _  pro- 
vide for these children adequate space 
and equipment, sufficient number of 


With practically all churches 
facing unprecedented numbers 
of children, the demand to pro- 
vide adequately for them is in- 


escapable. 


well-trained teachers and workers, and 
a religious education program that will 
draw in and hold all the children and 
their parents for whom your church 
should feel a responsibility. 


A Superintendent’s Plans 


Some churches, on their own initia- 
tive, already have begun to work on 
the problem of taking care of many 
more children. 

The superintendent of a large Pres- 
byterian Sunday school in the Synod 
of North Carolina is working and plan- 
ning now to take care of the increased 
enrollment in his Sunday school. Here 
is a quotation from a recent letter to 
the Department of Children’s Work: 


“We are planning a new memorial 
building and we are hoping to move the 
Primary Department into this building. 

“We have an enrollment of 162 
pupils in the Primary Department; 53 
first grade, 58 second grade, and 51 
third grade. In our Kindergarten De- 
partment we have 110; in the Nursery 
Department 109; and on the Nursery 
Roll 160. 


“With this picture before you, how 
would you arrange the rooms for the 
Primary Department in the new build- 
ing, if you could have exactly what you 
wanted?”’ 


When the forces of the world are 
contending desperately for the children 
and youth of our land, can the church 
afford to stand unconcernedly by and 
let thousands of potential Christians be 
led to give their allegiance to other less 
worthy causes? If we cannot, what, 
then, is the answer? 

We must become concerned about 
our children and take a sincere interest 
in them and immediately take the neces- 
sary steps to bring them into our Sun- 
day schools and, through the efforts of 
our consecrated workers and the ex- 
cellence of our program, win these 
children for Christ and hold them for 
his service. 


The Congregation’s Budget, 1950-51 





7. Personalize the Budget 


It is certainly less than the best pro- 
cedure to list items in an annual bud- 
get in cold, unimaginative dollars and 
cents without some effort to show that 
every line of the budget can be thought 
of in personal terms. Of course, we 
ean truly show, ‘‘Heat, lights and jani- 
tor service,” but it is better to show 
these in terms of the comfort and clean- 
liness of the sanctuary where people 
worship and are taught. 

Much less excusable is the benevo- 
lence program where we give, not to 
World Missions or Evangelism or what- 
not, but in flesh-and-blood relationships 
where people represent us in the serv- 
ice of Christ. Those who give are en- 
titled to a little help along this line in 
order that they may see what their 
gifts will do. 

Perhaps the most effective sermon 
on a Pledge Sunday was one _ heard 
many years ago where the preacher 
dramatized the budget imaginatively in 
terms of a long, almost unending line 
of persons who were caused to march 
before the mind’s eye of that congre- 
gation, up one aisle and out the next, 
until people could “‘see’’ their gifts go- 
ing into multiplied missions of Chris- 
tian witness and service around the 
world. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Reasons for Separation Given as Biological 





Separation, but No ‘‘Jim Crow”’ 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The discussion aroused by Dr. Marion's 
question, “Is Segregation Christian?” to 
my mind stops short of being basic until 
we ask ourselves another question, “Why 
Segregation?” 

I have always understood the purpose 
back of segregation to be “to preserve 
racial integrity” rather than to “maintain 
White Supremacy.” Some measures to- 
ward this end have seemed necessary, due 
to the fact that two races must live to- 
gether in a ratio approximately 60-40, and 
in a comparatively small geographical 
area. Segregation has been our attempt 
to find an answer for both groups. Its 
basis is, therefore, primarily biological 
rather than religious. 


IT SEEMS TO ME that segregation is 
neither Christian, un-Christian nor anti- 
Christian, except as we make it so in prac- 
tice. Those who try to make “an un- 
segregated society” a must for a Christian 
society are like those who twenty years 
ago laid down the premise, “War is un- 
Christian; therefore, those who go to war 
are un-Christian.” Agreement with this 
statement filled many camps with con- 
scientious objectors. Yet, thousands of 
Christians went to war feeling that they 
were doing the only thing possible under 
the circumstances. 

Social forces over which we have im- 
perfect control create wars; so, social 
forces over which we have imperfect con- 
trol have created a race problem. Our 
effort at solution has been segregation. 


THERE ARE ABUSES of segregation 
which are definitely un-Christian. Back 
seats on busses, special drinking fountains, 
denial of the ballot, unequal pay for equal 
work, job discrimination—these are “Jim 
Crow” practices which should be hated by 
white and black alike, and we should work 
for their abolishing. 

However, that other side of segregation 
which has to do with separate schools, 
residential areas and churches has its 
logical basis in the desire to avoid social 
intermingling which we consider to be the 
stepping stone to race amalgamation. 
Now, if THE OUTLOOK can give us some 
clear statement of truth based on sound 
biological research by scientists or doc- 
tors that loss of racial integrity is not a 
thing to be feared, that it is even desir- 
able, such proof will gain more adherents 
to their cause than pen-lashings or ora- 
tory. 

(That scientific discovery about being 
all of one blood will not suffice. For dif- 
ferences are transmitted not by blood but 
by genes and chromasomes. Not even sex 
differences can be detected by analysis of 
the blood.) 


IN THE CURRENT Presbyterian Survey 
in the article, Treat Him Like You Want 
to Be Treated, we find this statement: 

“You knew that climate, soil, food sup- 
ply and geographical conditions were re- 
sponsible for some groups being yellow, 
brown, red and black.” 

I didn’t know it! Now, if Mr. McDonald 
can back his statement up with proper 
authority, that is the lead to follow in 
this search. But, if such an assertion is 
not a proven fact, it is a loose statement. 
To the South, this is a matter of grave 
importance. Did geography make us dif- 
ferent, or did the Lord create us different? 
In either case, there is no stigma to be- 
ing black, no glory to being white. We 
are just dicerent. But if the Lord did this, 
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then the desire to preserve each race as 
a race is not un-Christian. 

Until such findings are forthcoming and 
are found conclusive, the South will prob- 
ably stand pat in spite of oratory. We 
do not want to cling to an illusion, but 
neither do we want to be led with the 
tether-rope of sentimentalism down the 
highway of “Brotherhood” to a place 
ealled ‘“‘Lost Boundaries.” 

ELOISE K. (Mrs. W. T.) JONES. 

Columbia, S. C. 


Proposes Next Steps 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

. There seems to be agreement that 
race segregation is wrong in principle. 
I think that would be rather widely held 
by the ministers of our church. At least, 
that is where I stand. But to reason from 
that that it is the Christian’s duty to bend 
every effort to end it at once, by any 
means possible, is an over-simplification 
of a very complicated problem.* Chris- 
tian ethics has to take into account prac- 
tical alternatives for the present as well 
as ultimate ideals. For example, most 
Christians now feel that war is wrong. 
Yet recently, when faced with an apparent 
choice between war and totalitarianism, 
we chose war as the lesser of the two 
evils. I believe we would do it again.... 

As Christians we must consider the al- 
ternatives to segregation in our local sit- 
uations. I have done so, and I choose 
segregation as the lesser evil. As a father, 
I could not enter my child into a first 
grade at school where 60-75 per cent of 
the children were Negroes. As a Christian 
minister, I would oppose the mixing of the 
two races in the public schools whatever 
the ratio at the present time. Children 
ean be quite cruel in their play, and noth- 
ing makes parents “see red” more quickly 
than personal indignities to their chil- 
ane 


Here is the dilemma many of us face. 
We say that segregation is not in full ac- 
cord with the New Testament. Yet we 
think it is better in our present situation 
than its alternatives. What do we pro- 
pose to do to bring our policy into line 
with our ideals? I think you have out- 
lined the first step as a recognition of the 
tact that the segregation principle is not 
Christian. I would suggest the following 
further steps as conceivable goals for our 
church. 

Let us abolish Snedecor Memorial Synod 
and receive Negro members into our own 
presbyteries and synods, retaining segre- 
zation only on the congregational level. 
Next, let us admit Negro students into our 
seminaries and into the Assembly’s Train- 
ing School. I do not pretend that these 
goals are easy of fulfilment, but I believe 
that they present a reasonable starting 
place. Also we might hire qualified Negro 
workers in the offices of some of our As- 
sembly Boards. Certainly if non-segrega- 
tion is not possible on a Christian basis 
among our dedicated, full-time church 
leaders, it is sheer folly to even talk about 
it on the level of the public school. In 
other words, if we are agreed that the 
segregation principle is not Christian, let 
us attack'‘it by the example of Christian 
living, not by political, social, and eco- 
nomic revolution. 

BILL GASTON. 

John’s Island, S. C. 


*So far as we can recall, in this discus- 
sion, no one has urged “every effort to 
end it at once, by any means possible.” 
Mr. Gaston has made some interesting 


suggestions in his concluding paragraph. 
These will bear discussing. However, 
most people who oppose segregation would 
oppose the idea of employing a Negro 
simply because he is a Negro. They in- 
sist, as do self-respecting Negroes, that a 
man deserves to be treated as a man and 
allowed to make the most of his possi- 
bilities regardless of race or national 
origin.—EDITORS. 


Milledgeville Questions 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Since Dr. Marion and Dr. Richards in 
their divergent views have satisfactorily 
(to themselves) solved the late, politically- 
implemented, question of segregation be- 
ing un-Christian and Dr. Richards in his 
latest letter published in THE OUTLOOK 
has rather relegated himself to the status 
of a sinner by expediency (with which 
many of us do not agree) in saying that 
segregation is not Christian, maybe it is 
in order at this time to submit the fol- 
lowing equations: 

1. When is separation segregation and 
when is segregation separation; and when 
is either Christian and not Christian? 

2. Is the segregation of Christians into 
denominations Christian? 

a. Are denominational schools Chris- 
tian? yi 

e. Is the segregation of the bass from 
into separate church classes Christian? 

ec. Is the segregation of the base from 
the tenor in a choir Christian? ete. /4¢° 

3. Is the segregation (separation) of 
church and state, Christian? i 

a. Should a pastor be a politician and 
a politician a pastor? 

b. Should churches be voting precincts? 

ce. Are elections held on Sundays Christ- 
ian? q 

4. Is a Protestant living with a Catholic 
after a marriage before a Justice of the 
Peace or Ordinary, or some other legal 
officer authorized to perform marriage 
ceremonies, Christian? 

a. Are their children Christians? 

5. When should the Protestant Church 
as a Christian organization make itself a 
party litigant in a secular matter before 
legal courts? WJ/vLt uu.» }, £9 nits 

a. And when it does not do so, is this 
Christian? “4 

I know of no attitude tending more to 
accelerate the dissolution of Christian 
churches than for it to voluntarily assume 
a litigious role in cases in our courts. 
Luke 12:13-14. 

Also, unfortunately, religious finalities 
on state questions tend to encourage wor- 
shippers to remain in their homes during 
church services and listen (or not) over 
radios during the periods of worship 
rather than to be the occasion of em- 
barrassment by distasteful group-ideas 
that may be promulgated in the church 
house, and they may advert to John 4:21; 
23 and 24 for scriptural authority there- 
for. 

Salvation and 
synonymous words! 

All Christians are of one Spiritual Body, 
but all are not of the one and the same 
member thereof! 1 Cor. 12:12. 

W. L. RITCHIE 
ULYSSES PRWIN SIBLEY 
G. E. MCWHORTER 
A. C. McKINLEY 
L. A. HAMILTON 
Members and officers of Mill- 
edgeville Presbyterian Church. 
Milledgeville, Ga. 


segregation are not 
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EDITORIAL 


Human Race 





What Trygve Lie. secretary-general 
of the United Nations, said recently 
could well be the theme of our One 
Great Hour obser- 
vance, March 12. He 
referred to the Pales- 
tinian refugees but 
his words apply as 
well to all others: 

“Today they are 
dying. Food, clothing 
and shelter are des- 
perately short. This 
task is a humanita- 
rian one—the saving 
of over half a million 
souls from exposure 
and starvation. It is 








not a political prob- 
lem; helpless people are starving. and 
their race is the human race.” 

A bulletin from the UN reports that 
its International Children’s Emergency 
Fund relief reaching 
about 10 per cent of the 60,000,000 
undernourished youngsters considered 
to be in “urgent need of help.” 

Many people today see relief as a 


programs are 


great political weapon in the cold war. 
It is to be hoped that every Christian 
sees it as an effort to share as Chris- 
tians and to bear a vital witness to our 
faith in the love and mercy of God. 

One Great Hour is our opportunity 
and our time of testing. 


Georgia and the Rest of the World 


The Georgia State Senate recently 
took a backward step by a vote of 34-8 
when it rescinded a 1946 endorsement 
of the idea of world government. A 
long morning spent in debate saw ad- 
vocates of world government fighting a 
hopeless battle, so far as that legisla- 
tive body was concerned, as opponents, 
led by Roy LeCraw, who, in addition to 
being a businessman and senator, is di- 
rector of the Presbyterian Program of 
Progress, pointed to the “threat to 
United States sovereignty’? posed by 
world federation. These opponents even 
went so far as to call such ideas ‘‘com- 
munistic,” as if to damn by label an 
idea which they opposed. 

What seemed to loom largest in the 
minds of these Georgia men was the 
appeal to provincialism, as one man 
said, ‘‘We are trying to save the world, 
and we’re unable to save the state of 
Georgia.” So, they turned their atten- 
tion to saving Georgia. 

There are doubtless some good argu- 
ments against world government but 
these, evidently prompted by the D. A. 
R.and some veterans groups, which were 
voiced in the Georgia Legislature (and 
later in Virginia and all across the 
country) are not among them. Our 
point is that an appeal to provincialism 
is not the way to meet this challenge. 


Now like a breath of fresh air, comes 
this wise word from the able and dis- 
tinguished honorary president of Rol- 
lins College, of Winter Park, Fla., in a 
letter to the New York Times. Says 
Hamilton Holt: 


“It is now accepted by ost men of 
understanding and goodwill throughout 
the world that world peace is the out- 
come of world justice. world justice is 
the outcome of world law. world law is 
the outcome of world government. and 
world government is the outcome of 
world political organization. This is a 
logical and inescapable sequence if 
man’s efforts are to bring about peace 
on earth. So far it has been merely 
an ideal. But the atomic bomb and 
now the hydrogen bomb have trans- 
formed this ideal into the most immedi- 
ate problem before mankind. 


“Adequate preparedness for all na- 
tions is a mathematical, philosophical 
and physical impossibility. The fact is. 
there is no such thing as absolute pre- 
paredness. 


“Let President Truman instruct our 
representative at the Assembly and 
Council of the United Nations to urge 
the calling of a constitutional conven- 
tion under Article 109 of the Charter 
to revise the Charter so that there will 
be at the earliest possible moment a 
world government with power to make, 
interpret and enforce laws for peace on 
earth.” 


The Reorganization 





31. BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
Evangelism 


Evangelism is one of the newer 
agencies of the church. Before a com- 
mittee was erected and a director called 
several years ago it was evidently as- 
sumed that our then-existing agencies, 
with their evangelistic responsibilities, 
were all that was needed. Now, however, 
like most of the leading denominations, 
we have a special agency to direct and 
coordinate the evangelistic work of the 
church, with Howard H. Thompson as 
the director. Because of our limited 
provision, however, Dr. Thompson has 
far more than he can hope to do. 

Under the 1949 Reorganization this 
agency becomes a part of the Board of 
Chureh Extension. There it will 
have, as will the other agencies, a Coun- 
cil on Evangelism to act as a sub-com- 
mittee of the Board. The former mem- 
bers of the Assembly’s evangelism com- 
mittee will serve as this council until 
next January 1. 

All phases of the church’s program, 
of course, are evangelistic. Occasion- 
ally, unfortunate or unfair compari- 
sons are drawn between this department 
and the work of another agency as 
though “evangelism” were unimportant. 
We dare say that every member of every 
agency in the church sees and keeps 
constantly aware of the basic evangelis- 
tic mission of his work. 

This year, along with the major 
American denominations, we are en- 
gaged in our part of the United Evan- 
gelistic Advance. In most areas of the 
church, however, we have litle contact 
with any united features of this Ad- 
vance. For the most part, we are fol- 
lowing fruitful visitation evangelism 
methods in major centers and in single 
congregations and, except for an _ oc- 
casional city-wide preaching mission 
here and there, we have little contact 
with the overall movement. 

From the first Sunday in March 
through Easter Sunday, April 9, every 
church in the Assembly is expected to 
concentrate on evangelism with a grand 
ingathering at the end of this period. 
Preaching services, visitation campaigns 
and all kinds of good efforts will be 
used in this season. 

A greater sharing of effective evan- 
gelism literature is highly desirable. 
Much of this need not be duplicated 
from denomination to denomination but 
is usable in its present form. For ex- 
ample, high inspirational value is to be 
derived from the Presbyterian, USA. 
New Life Movement which is having 
such a stimulating effect throughout 
that church, and the annual Presbyte- 
rian Plan Book issued by the USA 
church (40c, 156 5th Ave., N. Y. 10) 
always has extremely helpful evangel- 
ism aids. 

These, in addition to our own 
agency’s fine helps, will be found very 
useful. 

NEXT WEEK—Christian Relations. 
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THAT INSOLUBLE PROBLEM 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“If it be possible. 
26:39; Romans 12:18. 


**—Matthew 


O YOU HAVE an insoluble prob- 
lem? The first question is: Are 
you sure it is insoluble?”’ 

“Yes, I am. I have worked and 
struggled and schemed and prayed, but 
it doesn’t work out. The thing is get- 
ting unbearable.”’ 

“Maybe if you would give it time—? 
Sometimes a problem is like a flooded 
carburetor, if you keep pushing on the 
gas it only makes the thing worse. Sit 
tight and be comfortable and presently 
you can start again.” 

“Yes, but this problem has to be set- 
tled now or never. Waiting and hop- 
ing aren’t going to do any good. I 
have tried that; I have waited and 
hoped and worked too, but it’s no use.” 

“Did I hear you say you had prayed 
about it? Oh yes you did pray, 
but are you sure that God wants the 
answer as badly as you do?’”’ 

“Evidently he doesn’t, but that’s 
what I don’t understand. So far as I 
can see, my problem is the kind of 
situation I can’t believe satisfies God. 
If it would just be solved, I know it 
would be in line with his will, I feel 
it in my heart. And I believe that if 
God were even half as much interested 
in the problem as I am (I say half the 
interest, because after all he has many 
times twice the power I have) he would 
surely show me or help me do some- 
thing about it.” 


ELL NOW, maybe God knows 
W the problem is really insoluble. 
Had you thought of that?” 

“Oh, but that can’t be. Aren’t all 
things possible with God?” 

“Yes and no. If you had a triangle 
and wanted to put four angles into it 
and still keep it a triangle, that would 
be impossible even for God. If your 
problem is connected, let us say, with 
the local climate and the only answer 
is a fast change in that climate, you 
aren’t going to get your answer. May- 
be God could change the climate over- 
night, but it’s safe to predict that he 
won't.”’ 

“Then you mean to say that some 
problems are really insoluble?”’ 

“Yes, I do mean to say it. That is, 
insoluble on the given terms. Not in- 
soluble if you were somebody you 
aren’t, not insoluble in some other di- 
mension so to speak, not insoluble on 
some other unattainable terms; but in- 
soluble as things stand. Jesus prayed, 
If it be possible, let this cup pass. . 

{t was possible, of course, only on con- 
dition that Jesus be some other kind of 
person. If he had been willing to run 
away, if he had been a fool or a coward, 
he would not have had to drink from 
that cup. If he had been selfish he 
would not have had to drink it. But 
being what he was, and his purposes 
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being what they were, there was no way 
out. Then St. Paul said: If it be pos- 
sible, as far as lieth in you, live peace- 
ably with all men. He knew very well, 
from experience, that it wasn’t always 
possible. Peace is a two-sided affair; 
and the part that depends on the other 
fellow isn’t always within your reach. 
As the philosophers would put it, what 
is abstractly possible is not always con- 
cretely possible. Life situations may be 
like situations in chess. xiven the 
pieces as and where they stand, you 
can’t win. The abstract possibility is: 
If you had a fresh start and could work 
your pieces into the right positions, you 
could win. Sure—but now they are in 
the wrong positions. Concretely, the 
problem is impossible. Maybe your 
problem is like that. The pieces being 
where they are, you can’t work out any- 
thing but a loss, and neither could the 
Almighty if he were sitting where you 
sit.” 


to me.”’ 

“Depends on what you mean 
by comfort. If comfort means telling 
you every problem has a solution, I 
can’t give you any comfort, if things 
are as you say they are. But if com- 
fort means what the word used to mean, 
strength and support, something to 
stiffen the backbone, then maybe you 
can be comforted.”’ 

“Well, what can I do?’ 

“T’m not suggesting you can do any- 
thing. I am assuming you are right, 
that there is nothing you can do about 
it. Now then, the first thing to remem- 
ber is that an unsolved problem is just 
another term for an unfulfilled desire. 
Everybody knows that not all desires 
ean be satisfied, not all wishes can be 
granted. So not all problems can be 
solved. The solution you want is just 
an arrangement of matters to suit you. 
Well, maybe you can’t be suited. To 
fancy that everything must come out 
the way you want it, is childish. To 
say a problem is insoluble is simply to 
say, What I want, can’t be. That may 
seem pretty awful, but you will never 
grow up if you don’t reconcile yourself 
to that fact many a time.” 

“Yes, but this problem is terrible. I 
have to live with it day and night. If 
I can’t work it out I don’t know what 
will happen.” 


Yo AREN’T being much comfort 


“IT don’t know either, but let me 
take it. Let’s sup- 
pose the worst will come to the worst. 


guess—if you can 
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It may, you know—eventually it does 
for every one. But what is the ‘worst’ 
that can come to you? Three things, 
I think. One is disgrace. Well, you 
either deserve that or you don’t. If you 
don’t, you can still hold your head high 
with a clear conscience. If you do de- 
serve it, then what you are really afraid 
of is that you can’t face the music. 
Perhaps that is the very thing you must 
do. If that’s it, then that is what God 
wants you to do. It’s a question of 
your own courage. Another ‘worst’ is 
losing your mind. Well, everybody has 
a breaking point. Maybe this is yours. 
3ut let me suggest a very hard-boiled 
text from the Bible: “If thou faint in 
the day of adversity, the strength is 
small.”” (Prov. 24:10.) Then let me 
suggest another one: ‘My strength 
[God’s strength] is made perfect in 
weakness.’ (II Cor. 12:9.) This is one 
of the ‘impossible’ things God can do, 
has often done: to keep a man in mental 
health long after he had expected to go 
under. The insoluble problem may 
serve to show you, in time, what the 
power of God is—not to solve the prob- 
lem and take it out of your life, but to 
support you in living with it and un- 
der it. 


death. But why should a Chris- 

tian ever think of this» as the 
worst that can happen? Maybe you 
are right about your problem—if you 
don’t solve it, it will kill you. I doubt 
it very much; but suppose it does? 
Some people die of germs, some (if I 
take you at your word) die of unsolved 
problems. Is one day worse than the 
other? You are a Christian, and if you 
are a Christian to the core, you won't 
be afraid of death. You will die of an 
unsolved problem anyhow—some dis- 
ease that no doctor can cure. Why, my 
dear sir, if we could solve all our prob- 
lems none of us would ever die. The 
world would be crammed with people 
who had solved their problems—dull 
walking ghosts, long overdue on the 
other side. 


T @ THERE IS a third ‘worst’— 


“Doesn’t it all boil down to this: 
You are afraid? Think less about your- 
self; think more about God!” 
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Alabamians this year are keeping 
their fingers crossed as they watch the 
list of candidates for governor grow— 
already the longest in the state’s his- 
tory, with twelve men in the field. Be- 
fore this 1930 held the record with six 
candidates. The present administra- 
tion has taught that to be a Governor 
does not require much ability or ex- 
perience and that there is a good chance 
that almost anyone will be_ elected. 
“Big Jim’’ Folsom rode into the Gov- 
ernor’s mansion four years ago with- 
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out the support of the machine and 
over the opposition of practically every 
newspaper in the state. 


Candidates Tested on Attitudes 
Toward Liquor Control Issue 
Temperance leaders are especially in- 
terested in the attitudes of guberna- 
torial candidates on the liquor issue, 
All candidates for governor and lieu- 
tenant-governor have been called on by 
the Alabama Temperance Alliance to 
state their positions on this issue with 
the understanding that their replies 
could be made public. Before they were 
polled, the Alliance’s Secretary James 
Swedenberg, a Baptist, said that five 
candidates had asked the Alliance to 
allow them to express their view on 
this subject. A local option liquor law 
is now in effect in the state, with 47 
dry and 20 wet counties. Senator J. 
Bruce Henderson, Presbyterian elder of 
Catherine, who has been chairman of 
the Senate Committee on Temperance 
and is now in the race for governor, 
seems to promise more to the cause 
than any other at present. 


Birmingham Churches Conduct 
Visitation Evangelism Effort 

The 23 Presbyterian, US, churches 
of the Greater Birmingham area have 
just conducted a four-day visitation 
evangelism campaign under the direc- 
tion of the Assembly’s Director of 
Evangelism, H. H. Thompson. Wade H. 
Boggs, secretary of annuities and re- 
lief for the Assembly, addressed the 
mass meeting which launched the ef- 
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fort. Goal set for the campaign was 
1,000 new members. 


Ministers Ask Banning of 

Bergman, Rossilini Films 

_A ban on films featuring Ingrid Berg- 
man or directed by Roberto Rossilini 
has been asked by the Birmingham 
Protestant Ministers’ Association. The- 
atre owners in the city received the pe- 
tition of the ministers which came as 
a result of an appeal by leading minis- 
ters that recent publicity about the two 
famous personalities ‘‘tends to glorify 
adultery.”” Police Commissioner Eu- 
gene (Bull) Connor, candidate for Gov- 
ernor, in a letter to one of the theatre 
managers, asked that the films not be 
shown and that “the motion picture in- 
dustry voluntarily accept the respon- 
sibility for showing this picture 
(Stromboli).”’ 


Candidate Gets Suggestion 
About Better Race Relations 


Candidate Connor recently wrote his 
friend, Mayor Homer Cobb of Phenix 
City, for some “frank suggestions and 
counsel’’ as to how to run his guber- 
natorial campaign. The Mayor an- 
swered by suggesting that ‘it takes all 
the people of the state to make prog- 
ress. In my opinion we hurt our cause 
when we pit one race against another, 
resulting only in hatred and bloodshed. 
All such matters as the (Glenn) Taylor 
incident, in which you were involved, 


hinder rather than help.”” The Mayor’s 
letter seems to represent a trend from 
the “White Supremacy” day of Jim 
Simpson et al. 


Joint Efforts Being Made 
By US and USA Ministers 


More than thirty Presbyterian US 
and USA ministers attended the recent 
Faith and Life Seminar held at Shocco 
Springs, with Archie S. Smith, Vine 
Street church, Birmingham, serving as 
chairman for the US group. Birming- 
ham Presbyteries, US and USA, have 
announced plans for a joint religious 
education conference at Oak Mountain 
State Park, June 1-15. 


Glass Urges Full Support 
Of Student Work Campaign 


Synod’s Moderator, W. W. Glass of 
Decatur, is ringing the changes on the 
student work campaign to raise $250,- 
900 for religious and social centers on 
the campuses of state colleges and the 
university. He hopes the campaign 
will be successfully completed this year. 
A little more than one-fourth of the 
sum is now in hand with pledges for 
part of the balance. Mr. Glass says he 
is disturbed most of all over the fact 
that “62 of Alabama’s 192 churches 
with quotas totaling $32,220 have made 
no contribution during the first two 
years of the campaign.”’ This project, 
he says, is the most important un- 
finished business of the synod. 
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PRESBYTERIANS LOOK FORWARD TO 


““ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING”’ 


On this day, or another day as set by your pas- 
tor in the Easter season, you may join in an inter- 
denominational effort to undergird the Christian 
faith overseas. You may do this through helping 
foreign Christians to help themselves. This means 
aiding European and Asiatic ministers—in their 
own lands—to rebuild churches and to train new 
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clothing. 


pastors and laymen. 
and Displaced Persons. It means medical aid and 


MARCH 12th 


It means helping refugees 


Go to church on Sunday, March 12th and give 
an hour to share with One Who cares that “‘ye 
bear one another’s burdens and so fulfil the law 
of Christ’’. For the sake of our own faith we need 
to give—more than they need our gifts. 


Goal: $1 per member---1 lb. clothing per member 








Ask your Pastor about 
NATIONWIDE RADIO DRAMAS CONCERNING OVERSEAS WORK 


Six 15 minute radio transcriptions and a series of ‘‘live’’ broadcasts 
over four major net-works will be aired from the latter part of February 
through Saturday evening, March 11th. These dramas tell what Chris- 
tians have done and can do for Christ—through Him—overseas. Check 
with your local newspapers and radio stations for dates. 
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Episcopalians Hold Non-Segregated 
Diocesan Convention at Anniston 


About 200 delegates, 
Negroes, attended the 119th conven- 
tion of the Protestant Episcopal Diocese 
of Alabama recently in Anniston. No 
segregation was practiced at any of the 
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services and meetings held in connec- 
tion with the convention. Bishop C. C. 
J. Carpenter, the convention’s principal 
speaker, warned against under-estimat- 
ing the power of Marxian Communism, 
saying, ‘‘Christians must show by their 
lives and words the external value of 
God’s ways as opposed to Marxian Com- 
munism’s exaltation of atheism and em- 
phasis upon material process.” (RNS) 


Baptists Turn Down 
Federal Hospital Money 

The Alabama Baptist State Conven- 
tion, in its annual meeting, refused 
“around a million dollars,” offered un- 
der the Hill-Burton act, for their hos- 
pitals in Birmingham. When the mat- 
ter was referred back to the Birming- 
ham Baptist Association it also voted 
to refuse the money. Joseph Martin 
Dawson, national Baptist leader, speak- 
ing later at a Protestant Affirmation 
meeting in Selma, praised this action 
as a courageous rebuke to the drift to- 


ward alliances between church and 
state. Now the executive board of the 
Birmingham Baptist Association has 
voted to turn its hospitals over to a 


self-perpetuating board of trustees. This 
proposal will be voted on by the en- 
tire association next fall. 
N. J. WARREN. 
Selma. 
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CHANGES 
John H. Marion, Jr., director of 


Christian Relations for the General As- 
sembly since 1946, has been called to 
the pastorate of the Bon Air church, 
just outside Richmond, Va. Before tak- 
ing the Christian Relations post Dr. 
Marion was pastor of Richmond’s Grace 
Covenant church. 

Adrian DeYoung, Tuscumbia, Ala., 
has accepted a call to the Sixth Re- 
formed church, Patterson, N. J. 

Earl M. Miller, Jr., from Oakdale, 
La., to 710 W. 23rd St., Austin, Texas. 

W. D. Kramer, assistant pastor of the 
First church, St. Petersburg, Fla., has 
accepted a call to the newly-organized 
Lakeview church, also in St. Peters- 
burg. 

J. B. Green from Columbia Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga., to 4 Fairfield Plaza, 
Avondale Estates, Ga. 

H. Glenn Stephens, former United 
Presbyterian pastor of the Reynolds- 
burg, Ohio, Federated church, has been 
installed as pastor of the South Frank- 
fort church, Frankfort, Ky. 

P. O. Shettel, Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian pastor, Little Rock, Ark., 
has accepted the pastorate of the Evan- 
gelical United Brethren Church. Me- 
chanicsburg, Pa. 


MISSIONARY FURLOUGHS 


Stephen J. Sloop and Mrs. Sloop, 
missionaries to Patos, Brazil, are now 
in this country at 166 Elizabeth St., 
NE, Atlanta, Ga. 

Miss Letty Beaty, missionary to Cuet- 
zala, Mexico, is on furlough at 416 N. 
Main St., Mooresville, N. C. 


SOCKMAN TO BE PROFESSOR 


Ralph W. Sockman, Christ Methodist 
pastor, New York, and minister of the 
National Radio Pulpit, will, in addition, 
serve as associate professor of practical 
theology at Union Seminary, New York, 
beginning in July. He succeeds W. 
Russell Bowie, who reached the age of 
retirement there and has been called 
to serve as a professor at the Virginia 
Episcopal seminary at Alexandria. 


CORRECTION 


The recent item reporting the call of 
Charles T. Campbell to the Third 
chureh, Houston, Texas was erroneous. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





The Faith that Sustained the Church 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR MARCH 19 
Acts 26:19-23; Romans 5:1-8; Heb. 12:1-2. 


“Without faith there could be, for 
the farmer, no seedtime and harvest. 
Without faith there would be no radio, 
no airplane, no telephone, no television. 
It is the dynamic of an impelling faith 
that leads scientists into their labora- 
tories and, in the end, sees them 
emerge with astounding inventions! 
The mother of the tiny babe must have 
indescribable faith as she walks through 
the shadows of the long valley pre- 
ceding the birth of her child. 

“Even so, it was the faith of the 
apostles in Jesus Christ that formed 
the basis of their spiritual power and 
enabled them to _ suffer persecution, 
frustration, trials, tribulations, and 
even death itself. ‘Their faith grew 
out of a vital religious experience. They 
had a conviction of the reality of the 
crucified and living Christ who was 
ever-present in the church and in their 
lives. They knew him, loved him, were 
willing to die for him. In this faith 
they would conquer.” (R. Paul Caudill 
in Broadman Comments, 


Such a faith Christians must have 
today if they are to experience the full 
power that is available to them in Jesus 
Christ. Some aspects of that faith are 
illustrated in the passages chosen for 
our study. It is 


I. A Faith That Justifies, Romans 5:1-8 


Paul’s letter to the church in Rome 
was written toward the end of his third 
missionary journey, after he had 
preached the gospel for many years and 
had abundant opportunity to observe 
the results of faith in Christ as Savior 
and Lord. In the passage before us he 
describes some of these results. The 
discussion is not complete because Paul 
continues the theme through the eighth 
chapter, but we have more than we 
can consider within the space at our 
disposal. Four blessings are enumer- 
ated in the brief section before us, all 
of which stem from faith in him. 

1. Justification. ‘‘Since we are justi- 
fed by faith. . . .”? Paul here re- 
fers to the first and perhaps the most 
important result of faith in Christ, a 
subject which he had developed at 
length in the preceding chapters. Many 
Christians do not understand this Bibli- 
cal doctrine, in part because words 
their meaning and ‘‘justifica- 
tion” is no longer used with its origt!- 
nal meaning in our common speech. In 
Paul’s day it was a word used regu- 
larly in the law courts for ‘‘acquittal.’’ 
If a man was acquitted in the courts, 
found innocent or freed, he was justi- 
fied. Paul is speaking of acquittal by 
God. We cannot win such acquittal by 
our own deeds, he argues, because all 
of us without exception fall short of 


change 
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God’s requirements. But God acquits 
us, frees us from the bonds of sin, and 
receives us into his fellowship, if we 
accept his love offered to us in Christ, 
if we accept his will revealed to us 
in Christ. That is the first result of 
faith of which Paul speaks. But there 
is a second. 

2. Peace. “Since we are justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.”” Books which 
seek to explain how we may find peace 
of mind sell today by the hundreds of 
thousands and remain on the list of 
top sellers for months at a time. If 
nothing else they reveal how many 
there are who long for a peace which 
they do not possess. 

Peace of mind comes from faith in 
Christ. So Paul states, and so believers 
have experienced it through the ages. 
Not all believers it is true; not all, 
it may be, who read these lines. For 
too often our faith is weak or imper- 
fect. But every believer may have 
peace of mind, and will come to pos- 
sess it, if his faith is adequate. For 
peace comes to those who are perfectly 
assured of God’s love, and without that 
assurance there can be no enduring 
peace. But there is still a third gift. 

3. Access into Divine Grace. ‘Since 
we are justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Through him we have obtained 
access to this grace in which we stand.” 
“Grace,” one of the richest words in 
the New Testament, is used with a num- 
ber of different meanings. It refers 
primarily to God’s love bestowed on 
undeserving men through Jesus Christ. 
It is used in the second place, to de- 
scribe ‘the communication of that love 
to men—the specific and individualized 
gifts which come out of that great 
reservoir of patient, pardoning, conde- 
scending and bestowing love’ (Mac- 
Laren). Paul was thinking of this 
aspect of grace when he recalled God’s 
words to him. ‘My grace is sufficient 
for thee,’’ and when he wrote to the 
Philippians, “‘And my God shall supply 
every need of yours according to his 
riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” The 
word is used in the third place to de- 
scribe the resulting beauty of charac- 
ter—Christian character at its best, the 
result of God’s love and of God’s - gifts. 

Probably all three meanings are in- 
cluded here. God’s love, God’s gifts, 
infinitely varied, adapted to all our 
needs, sufficient for all our wants, the 
consequence of that love and of these 
gifts in our lives. It is Christ who 


gives us access to this grace. 

“This grace in which we stand,” says 
Paul. A man who is able to draw on 
the inexhaustible reservoir of divine 
grace will be able to stand—to stand 
firm—to stand erect—through all the 
trials and temptations of life. But faith 
also holds before us 

4. The Prospect of Divine Glory. 
“Since we are justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Through him we have 
obtained access to this grace in which 
we stand and we rejoice in hope of 
sharing the glory of God.” It is this 
hope of future glory which Paul em- 
phasizes most strongly at the present 
time. Faith in Jesus assures the Chris- 
tian that his past sins are forgiven, 
it assures him present peace with God, 
it makes available grace sufficient for 
all his needs in the days that lie ahead, 
and gives him hope of sharing ulti- 
mately in the glory of God. This hope 
is so strong that we are able to re- 
joice, says Paul, even in our sufferings. 

There are few things that most of 
us need to know more than this for- 
mula of Paul’s for rejoicing in suffer- 
ing. For to all of us tribulation comes 
soon or late. Some of us are living 
under the shadows even now, and the 
rest of us know that no matter how 
bright the sun is shining today, there 
will come times when the sky is dark 
and the clouds are hanging very low. 
None of us know just what the future 
holds for us; we do know there will 
come these things which will try our 

and test the mettle of our 
These tribulations which are a 
part of life stamp their impress upon 
our characters and that impression re 
mains until the end of life. 

Since these two things are so, since 
tribulation is a part of life, and since 
it inevitably affects our character for 
good or for bad, one of the most im- 
portant questions that we have to face 
is this: How am I going to meet 
tribulation when it comes? It is in this 
connection that we need to consider 
this formula of Paul’s which he had 
testea nimself and which he had seen 
so often exemplified in life: ‘‘We re- 
joice in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance. . .(a 
better translation than the King James 
‘patience’).” 


courage 


souls. 


There is no quality in human life 
that we admire more than endurance. 
And when we read the lives of great 
men we find that most of them have 
accomplished great things in life, not 
so much because they were endowed 
with genius at their birth, or because 
circumstances have favored them, but 
hecause they have had in eminent de- 
gree this quality of endurance. This is 
the first step in Paul’s formula for 
meeting tribulation. The man who has 
faith in Christ is able to endure what- 
ever trial of misfortune or disappoint- 
ment life may bring. 
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But there is another thing in Paul’s 
formula. Suffering produces endurance 
and endurance produces character. If 
we stand fast in times of trial our char- 
acter comes to have something of the 
quality of tempered steel. And the 
strongest characters are those which 
emerge safely out of the fires of tribu- 
lation. We have seen it demonstrated 
again and again. Suffering makes a 
man or it breaks him, it ennobles a man 
or it embitters him. For one who has 
faith in Christ, ‘‘suffering produces en- 
durance, and endurance produces char- 
acter.”” This has been the experience 
of Christians all through the ages. 

“And character’’—Christian charac- 
ter, that is, ‘‘produces hope,’’ hope of 
the glory of God, hope based on the 
love of God as it is revealed to us in 
Christ Jesus. It is this wonderful hope 
of the glory of God, based on the love 
of Jesus, which enables the Christian 
to rejoice even in his tribulations. Mil- 
lions of hearts in recent years have 
echoed their answer to the great hymn 
of George Matheson: 


“O Love that wilt not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in Thee; 
I give Thee back the life I owe, 
That in Thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be. 


“O Joy that seekest me through pain, 
I cannot close my heart to Thee. 

I trace the rainbow through the rain, 

And feel the promise is not vain, 
That morn shall tearless be.’ 


In the verses that follow Paul gives 
us the grounds for our hope. That hope 
which has not been extinguished but 


confirmed under trial will not prove 
illusory, we know: (1) because the 


love of God has been shed abroad in 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit; in 
other words, because we have experi- 
enced the love of God in our hearts; 
and (2) we were yet 
weak Christ died for the ungodly. Our 
hope rests ultimately on the assurance 


because while 


of God's love. We have the assurance 
of that love in our inner experience; 
we have also the objective manifesta- 
tion in the cross on Calvary. Christ 
died for us while we were yet weak, 
incapable of saving ourselves by merit- 
ing forgiveness and reward through the 
Rarely 
if ever will a man die for another man 
even when he is deserving. But Christ 
died for us sinners, 
estranged from God, at enmity, opposed 
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to his will. The argument, as Paul 
develops it, is from the less to the 
greater. If God did so much for us 
when we were his enemies, what will 
he not do for us now that we are his 
friends? The God who sent his son 
to die for us on the cross will cer- 
tainly complete our salvation in the life 
that is to come. Assured that God has 
pardoned his sins and will certainly 
save him in the life to come, the Chris- 
tian cannot help rejoicing—even in 
suffering. 


Il. A Faith That Obeys, Acts 26:19-23 


The faith that releases God’s power 
in men’s lives is a faith that obeys and 
of this Paul’s own life is an illustra- 
tion. It was his purpose and desire to 
carry the gospel across the Roman Em- 
pire, ultimately unto Spain. After the 
third missionary journey, he interrupted 
his plans to carry a gift from the Gen- 
tile churches to the “poor saints” in 
Jerusalem, hoping thereby to prevent a 
serious rupture in the church. He ven- 
tured thither, despite the repeated 
warnings of his friends, realizing all 
the dangers that were involved, because 
he was convinced that it was God’s will 
for his life. In Jerusalem he was 
beaten by a mob and his life saved only 
by the intervention of Roman soldiers. 
He was then imprisoned for three years 
in Caesarea. These must have been the 
hardest years of his life. At the height 
of his career, with his heart set on 
winning the Roman Empire for Christ, 
he was doomed to three years of in- 
activity—like an eagle with clipped 
wings, longing to soar up into the heav- 
ens. Toward the end of this period 
he was allowed to make his defense 
before King Herod Agrippa Il, Festus, 
the governor, and their guests. Paui 
told this brilliant worldly audience how 
Christ had appeared to him on the road 
to Damascus and commissioned him in 
his service, and then added, ‘‘Where- 
fore, O King Agrippa, I was not dis- 
obedient to the heavenly vision.”’ No 
words give us the secret of Paul’s life 
more adequately than these. All of his 
life he had followed the gleam; even 
as a persecutor he had been true to 
the best that he knew. And when the 
fuller revelation came he gave himself 
to that, fully. unreservedly. At the 
end of his life was able to say with 
complete sincerity, ‘‘I was not disobedi- 
ent unto the heavenly vision.’”” The 
words written to the Roman Christians 
a little earlier and which we have just 
studied came out of this sort of ex- 
perience. And they will be confirmed 
in our experience just in proportion as 
we are able to say, ‘‘I was not disobedi- 
ent to my own vision of Goa.”’ 


lll. A Faith That Perseveres, Hebrews 
12:1-3 


The faith that releases God’s power 
in men’s lives is a faith that perseveres, 
as described in Hebrews 12:1-2. The 
writer of these lines 


“depicts the Christian life as a race 
in the amphitheatre. The metaphor js 
borrowed from the Greek games. There 
is the arena surrounded by tiers of 
seats which are thronged by spectators 
who watch the various contests and 
cheer on their chosen champions. The 
conditions of success are described. The 
runners throw off all their superfluous 
garments that they may be free to exert 
their maximum strength and gain their 
maximum speed. Their footsteps never 
flag and their efforts are never re. 
laxed. They eyes are fixed steadily 
upon the goal and they strain every 
nerve to win the prize.’”” (Abingdon 
Bible Commentary.) 


If we are to run well, we too must 
lay aside every weight—that is, every 
encumbrance that handicaps us, whether 
it be something which in itself is good, 
bad. or indifferent. ‘‘Put unmetaphori- 
cally, the thought is that no high end,” 
like our Christian aim, “is possible 
apart from a steady unflinching resolve 
to do without certain things. What 
these encumbrances are the writer does 
not say; he implies that if people will 
set themselves to the course of action 
in this difficult world, they will soon 
discover what hampers them.” (Mof- 
fatt.) They differ, of course, for differ- 
ent individuals. We must also lay 
aside ‘‘sin which clings so closely.’”’ The 
writer does not mean that we must 
lay aside every besetting sin, but sin, 
every sin, all sin, which like a cling- 
ing garment hampers our Christian 
race. 


More positively, we are exhorted to 
run with perseverance (there are so 
many temptations for us to relax our 
efforts) the race that is set before us 
(‘not waiting for a pleasanter, easier 
course, but accepting that which is ap- 
pointed and recognizing the difficulties 
as constituent parts of the race’) 
looking away from all that distracts us, 
not once, or twice, but contiually, unto 
Jesus, who hes himself sustained the 
struggle which we bear, and who will 
hestow uron us faith’s final reward; 
who for the joy 
that was set before him, endured the 
The spe- 
cial shame which Jesus endured was 
the shame of the cross. ‘This, says 
the writer, Jesus did not allow to stand 
between him and loyalty to the will of 
God. It is one thing to be sensitive 
to disgrace and disparagement, another 
thing to let these hinder us from doing 
our duty. Jesus was sensitive to such 
emotions; he felt disgrace keenly. But 
instead of allowing these feelings to 
cling to his mind he rose above them.” 
(Moffatt). And so must we. As Paul 
puts it: “If we have died with him, 
we shall also live with him; if we en- 
dure, we shall also reign with him; if 
we deny him, he will also deny us.” 
C1 Tem. 3:31.) 


looking unto Jesus, 


cross. despising the shame. 


(Title and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by International Council of Re- 
ligious Education. Scripture quotations 
are from the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


A SHORT HISTORY OF EXISTEN- 
TIALISM. By Jean Wahl, translated by 
Forrest Williams and Stanley Maron. 
Philosophical Library, New York. 58 
pp. $2.75. 

This will serve well those who are 
looking for an authentic, brief introduc- 
tion to the current philosophy known as 
“existentialism.’’ The author, a pro- 
fessor in the Sorbonne, is in his own 
thinking allied to the movement about 
which he writes. His familiarity and 
competence, however, are matched by a 
fine objectivity. Beginning with Kierke- 
gaard as the source he discusses numer- 
ous contemporary leaders, with emphasis 
on Heidegger, Jaspers, and Sartre. 
Clearly shown here is the wide variety 
within the existentialist fold—including 
both popular and academic, atheistic 
and positively Christian, types of 
thought. The author sees in this gen- 
eral outlook a foe of materialism and 
the worship of science. 

JAMES OVERHOLSER. 

Greenwood, S. C. 





DOGMATICS IN OUTLINE. By Karl 
Barth, translated by G. T. Thompson 
Philosophical Library, New York 155 
pages, $3.75. 

This book contains the lectures on 
the Apostles Creed given by Karl Barth 
in the summer of 1946 at Bonn, to 
classes composed of both theological 
students and laymen. The _ lectures 
were given without a manuscript and 
the book is described by Barth himself 
as ‘“‘a slightly polished and improved 
shorthand transcript.’”” The result is a 
verv readable volume in which Barth’s 
profound thought is expressed in non- 
technical language with remarkable 
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clarity and with passionate personal 
conviction. The book can be strongly 
recommended to serious laymen who 
are seeking for a brief and readable 
summary of the teachings of the man 
who will probably go down in history 
as the outstanding theologian of our 
generation. 

This book reveals Barth’s theology 
as profoundly Biblical. The starting 
point of all his thinking is the revela- 
tion of God in Christ. The task of 
theology is to examine the contents of 
the preaching of the Christian Church. 
The standard by which this preaching 
is to be judged is the manifestation of 
the word of God in Jesus Christ as it 
is witnessed to in the Scriptures. Barth 
remains true to this principle. His 
theology is an exposition of the mes- 
sage of the Bible. He does not wrestle 
in this volume with the fundamental 
yroblem of building a bridge between 
tne knowledge whicb has come to us 
by revelation and the knowledge which 
has come through reason. 

Attention should be called to his 
unique treatment of anti-Semitism 
(pages 74-81), and to his brief but 
profound discussion of the meaning of 
the death of Christ, (pages 114-120). 

The book suffers from the brevity in- 
evitable in any attempt to give an out- 
line of theology in 155 pages. There 
are so many places at which we wish 
he had expanded his thought. But the 
book as a whole is a very satisfying 
volume. In it, a man who is a great 
thinker and a great Christian expounds 
the meaning of the faith of the Chris- 
tian Church in all of its relevance for 
life here and in all of its hope of the 
resurrection world of God which has 
been revealed to us in Jesus Christ. 

HOLMES ROLSTON. 

Richmond, Va. 
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HERE Is A VITAL, challenging book for 
every man and woman today who seeks a 
real and satisfying purpose in living— 
twenty-four practical, stimulating messages 
showing how to use the rich resources God 
offers to answer life’s basic question. 


Inviting, encouraging, and _ strengthen- 
ing, WHAT ARE YOU LIVING FOR? 
speaks directly and personally to men and 
women at all stages of the spiritual life. 
With deep understanding of human needs, 
Dr. Bonnell points to Christ as the true 
center of a stable and effective personality 
—the best answer to the question, “What 
are you living for?” 


Four progressive divisions lead to deeper, 
firmer faith. The first six messages reveal 
faith as both an adventure and a path to 
spiritual security. The second group, de- 
signed to overcome doubt, holds out the 
power of faith to change lives. The next 
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Here, for every reader, is practical in- 
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